9 May 2017
Dear Partner in RHD in Africa

PASCAR Grant: Advocacy for RHD Eradication - Promoting the AU Communiqué

The Pan-African Society of Cardiology (PASCAR) has partnered with RHD Action and the World Heart
Federation (WHF) to fund five projects (in five different countries) to advance the “African Union
Communiqué on the Eradication of RHD in Africa”. This is a competition for a policy dialogue on the AU
Communiqué on National Programmes for RHD.
We encourage proposals on your plans for a policy dialogue with policy makers in the Ministry of Health
and related departments that will introduce them to the AU Communiqué and lead to government
supported national programmes and initiatives. In other words, advocacy for action. The project, with
clearly defined deliverables and outcomes, must be designed to achieve implementation of point 6 of the
AU Communiqué namely, an “integrated, multidisciplinary, intersectoral national programme for the
prevention and control of RHD”.
The goal is increased government commitment to sustainable and comprehensive rheumatic heart disease
(RHD) control.
The project should:




Involve a wide range of stakeholders such as government (Ministry of Health and other relevant
ministries), non-governmental organizations, community based organisations, professional
associations, RHD champions, and people living with or affected by RHD.
Be aligned with regional/global initiatives for the prevention of RHD in Africa (e.g., Stop RHD A.S.A.P.
Programme, RHD Action, World Heart Day).
Have clear, focused, measurable objectives which can be achieved over a period of 6 to 12 months.

Funding of US $2,000 per project is available for up to 5 successful applicants. The funding is payable in
two tranches; firstly initiation of the project and secondly on confirmation of deliverables. Deliverables for
PASCAR are,
1.

A narrative and financial report by latest end January 2018.

2.
Meeting agendas, photographs, and press coverage of the activity, with as much human interest
as possible as well as official government policy statements in this regard.
Please see addendum below stipulating how to respond to this request for applications. We look forward
to receiving innovative proposals that will move the agenda of the AU Communiqué Programme forward in
Africa.
With appreciation,

Professor Bongani M Mayosi

Dr Chris Hugo-Hamman

President, Pan-African Society of Cardiology

PASCAR RHD Task Force

Society Office – info@pascar.org, T +27834585954, F +27866039885, www.pascar.org

Addendum
Time-Line and Next Steps:
Proposal Submission by 1 June 2017
Decision notification by 15 June 2017
Implementation within 6 months (before end 2017)
Eligible recipients: individuals or organisations in members states in Africa
Selection Panel: PASCAR, WHF, and RHD Action
What is needed?
The rheumatic heart disease community in Africa is invited to propose an activity that will achieve at
least one (and preferably more) of the following objectives in their countries:
(1) Promote policy on the AU Communiqué on National Programmes for the prevention and
control of RHD with activities over 12 months (avoiding once off activities) consistent with the
objectives of the AU Communiqué http://www.pascar.org/uploads/files/CVJA_Addis-AbabaCommunique-2016.pdf)
(2) Achieve implementation of a National Programme for prevention and control of RHD.
US $2,000 is available to fund the project or activity designed to achieve these objectives. Applications
are invited from rheumatic heart disease champions (organisations) based in Africa spelling out how
this may be achieved in their country. PASCAR affiliated national societies will be at an advantage. The
proposal should address the following questions:
(1) What is the track record of the applicant in rheumatic heart disease work?
(2) What is the status of RHD prevention and control in your country?
(3) What is the activity or event or strategy that will be used to achieve the stated objectives?
(4) How will the funding be used to achieve the objectives (budget is required).
(5) Who are the stakeholders that will be involved in the activity or events?
(6) How will you involve the press in the activity or events?
The awards will be made to the five most deserving applicants based on the quality and credibility of
the proposal with respect to answering the six questions and likelihood of meeting the objectives
outlined above within a period of 6 to 12 month from the award of the grant. Recipients of the grant
will be expected to provide a full report at the end of the project per template provided.
Applications should be submitted to Mr George Nel, PASCAR Executive Officer, info@pascar.org
before 1 June 2017.
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